


Is Anyone Home?
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on what they may expect to se¢ and how o prevent an unfor-
tunate situation. The following is a list of our most common
raptor species, their breeding season and the type of habitat
where they can be found.

Note: Owls do not build their own nests, but use cavities or
the unused nests of other species.

Great Horned Owls: Use stick nests; may reuse a hawk,

crow, raven, or squirrel nest or a iree cavity or a treg snag.

When: January w early Apnl

Barn Owls: Nest in tree cavities, nesting boxes, palm
trees. open buildings, or on ledges.

When: January, but may have more than one ¢lutch in a
single year, extending nesting scason into the fall.

Western Screech Owls: Nest in tree cavities. nesung
boxes, or tree snags, occasionally inside structures, Oaks,
ocften near streams.

When: March-June,

Dvd someone 53y this was easy? When young hawks can't be returmad
o their own nest, we somelimes ask Jim Cairmes o pul them in 5 basket
ar engugh thal their parents continue ta feed fhem.

Coopers Hawks: Build stick nests. All rees, especially
deciduous.
When: Late February to late April.

Red-tailed Hawks; Build stick nests: mav reuse a nest
site. Large, tall trees, usually nests very high, often in tall
pines. vaks, and eucalyptus.

When: Mid-February to late-April,

Red-Shouldered Hawks: Build stick nests. Large, 1all
trees, similar to Red-tailed Hawks.
When: January to mid-Aprl.

American Kestrels: Use tree cavities sometimes initially
used by woodpeckers, and nesting boxes,

When: Early March to late Mav and can have more than
one clutch per year,

White Tailed Kites: Build platform-like suck nests,
When: Late January to late July.

In the event that a nest or cavity is found before or during the
tree pruning or cutting, by law, the pruning/cutting needs 10
be halted and then resumed soon, after the birds have flown
away.

If vou tind a nest or baby bird on the ground, please note its
location and call vour nearest humane society, If the animal
is in danger, carefully wrap it up and bring it to the nearest
Wildlife Rehabilitation center. If you find a hawk or owl, yvou
can also call Alex Godbe a1 415-454-4587 or Anne Ardillo at
510-237-7221. For any questions about living with wildlife,
contact WildCare at 415-436-5AVE.

To further our mission to educate tree companies, as well

as the general public, the Hungry Owl Project, a program of
Wildcare, has created the Tree Life Program. Our first seminar
will be on April 24, 2008, at the Marin Ant & Garden Center.
Please visil our web site for details and reservations.

Learn who lives in vour irees and find the
solutions o safe tree waork:

Hungry Owl Project
www. hungryowl.org

WildCare
www.wildcaremarin.org

Jim Cairnes
Emall World Tree Company
www . smallworldtree.com

Golden Gate Raptor Observatory
WWW.ggro.org




Our Bluebirds of Happ

iness

You're mvited to be part of our new Bluebird School Program!

With the help of our new volunteer Mari Litsky, the HOP

overuse of pesticides and herbicides such as Round Up, and

Bluebird School Program is underway at four (and counting!)  the aggressive behavior of non-native sparrows and starlings

Marin Schools.

Mari originally came
to HOP because of her
interest in owls, but,
being a retired school
teacher herself, she
quickly became in-
trigued with the Blue-
bird School program’s
educational azpects:
collecting data, de-
veloping observation
skills, providing stew-
ardship. and stepping
lightly on the planet.
She jumped 1n with
both feet and is now the
coordinator of the proj-
ect, organizing bluebird
trails at schools and
teaching students how
lo monitor the boxes.

This is a vital ume for
our Western Bluebirds,
whose numbers have
been declining rapidly
due to deforestation,

competing for the same cavily nesling areas.
Providing nesting boxes in areas where pesti-
ides and herbicides are not used. and moni-
toring against use by predators and sparrows,
wi help our bluebirds populate in the spring
{mid-March) and summer. The boxes also
provide winter shelter to a variety of birds.

Mot anly are bluebinds enjovable 1o watch
as their brilliant blue tlits about the grassy
figlds, their diet of insects - including mos-
quitacs - 15 of great benefit to us humans,

| Join our program!

We invite you to be part of our Bluebird

§ School Program. Set up a trail at your school
ar organize a bluebird box-making day. We
sell bluebird boxes for 518 each. For $40
each we will provide boxes. posts and help
in setting the boxes up. We offer discounts 1o
& schools,

Contact Mari Litsky at litskyvia sbeglobal net
#8 for more information.

Other resources:
4. www.cbrp.org
. www.nabluebirdsociety.org

Man Litsky on a newly installed Bluebird trail

Our War on
Wildlife

Did you know that the
USDA is using our tax dol-
lars to wage war on ben-
eficial predators such as
coyotes and bobcats using
poisons, snares, traps,
explosives, and guns?

Flease visit our web site
fo learn more, and please
speak out against these
horrible practices!

~ HOP needs your support!
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i 2 e \-" TREE LIFE PROGRAM. Thursday, April 24 6:30-8:00PM, Marin Art & Garden
: Center. Free to tree professionals, $15 general public donation. Featuring Jim
Cairnes of Small World Tree Company, Trinka Marris of Hungry Owl Project, and
Melanie Piazza of WildCare.

NEST BOX BUILDING VOLUNTEER WORKSHOP. Saturday, April 26 all day,
San Rafael High School.

GOT GOPHERS. Saturday, July 12 11AM-1PM, Marin Art & Garden Center. $25
per person. Learn non-toxic methods for dealing with gophers. Presentations by
Thomas Whitmann of Gophers Limited and by Hungry Owl Project.

OWLS OF MARIN. Friday, August 22 6:30-8:30PM, Marin Art & Garden Center
Amphitheater. Families welcome! $15 Adults, $5 children 12 and under.

EVENING WITH OWLS. Thursday, November 20 6:30 to 9:30PM. Marin Art &
Garden Center. 575 per person. Our theme this year will be Burrowing Owls!
Table at ROOTS AND SHOOTS CONFERENCE of the Western Chapter of Inter-
national Arborcuolture Society. Saturday, May 3, 2008, Fairmont Hotel in San Jose.

Hungry
Owl

Project
179 The Alameda

% San Anselmo, CA 94960
! 415,454 :4587
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HORP is a program of WildC re_

76 Albert Park Lane/San Rafael, CA 949 EoEH

--"I-I‘.Ilur new owl cam in San Anselmo,
sponsored by Clay Station Wines.
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- Q She laid 8 eggs and at
. least 3 have hatched!
Visit our live wab cam

at www.hungryowl.org
to see the action.






