


A letter from Alex:
Reach for the GREEN!?

The World Health Organization estimates
that more than 25 million people are poi-
soned by pesticides each year. We have
reached a time, when we realize that there
has been an enormous impact from thought-
less over-use of toxins resulting in an en-
vironmental catastrophe. Whether it is the
alarming decline in honeybees worldwide,
due partly to pesticides, pollutants fouling
our air or water or cancer and asthma epi-
demics on the rise, these chemicals alone, or
in lethal concoctions, are killing us! They live
in our bodies undetected as silent assassins.
We ingest them, we breathe and drink them
and continue to buy them, lining the pockets
of corporations. Can we make the changes
needed to bring back a simpler world, a
world where we can still look across a wav-
ing field of wild flowers glistening in the
summer sun and be filled with joy? I have no
choice but to hope we can.

As we reach for the can of Raid® do we stop and won-
der? Our beloved roses are being devoured by a mil-
lion aphids. Do we reach for the bug spray without a
thought, or ponder for a moment and consider a greener
approach? But, it doesn’t really work as well... right?
These are our favorite roses after all. The rats are in the
house, that is more than we can bear, without a thought
we buy that packet of poison and be done with it. If the
problem continues we call the exterminator. Just to be
sure, being a big lover of nature, we ask the pest control
company about the owls we hear in the neighborhood.
We are fond of hearing the soft hooting drifting through
the bedroom window in the fall; we want to make sure
they are safe. No need to worry because the poison
used to kill a rat is safe, says the friendly pest control
technician. We can sleep easy. But the rats are dying a
painful death in the walls and smelling really bad, so the
problems persist and the nights are silent.

I felt a need to do something to make it all right again.
I am not a saint. I am not even an OWL HUGGER. I just
want a better world for ME to live in. I began HOP in the
hope of informing the public about the problems that
pesticides pose to wildlife, and to ourselves, and to find
solutions. Like many people, I read every product label:
it has to be green and NOT TESTED ON ANIMALS !'I
recycle, eat organic, use green cleaning products. I am
striving to be a vegan (livestock production alone ac-
counts for one-fifth of all greenhouse-gas emissions!).

I send money to environmental groups. I get a sick
feeling when I see a HUMMER! I grind my teeth when I
see roadside herbicides being sprayed by someone be-
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ing paid $10 an hour. Is it ever enough? Does it make

a difference? I see a picture of a polar bear and wonder
what it will be like without them. I feel sad when a baby
is born; what a legacy we will leave this new life.

Despite this I do believe in HOPE but I believe it is up
to US. Human beings have the potential to be the true
stewards of this earth. We are all responsible. WE make
the choices that will effect our futures. That is a power-
ful belief. Every choice in life we make can be one that
either leaves a heavy footprint or treads lightly on the
earth. T want to look up into the sky and watch the
hawks circle high on the thermais, see a Barn Owl flit
through the trees in the dead of night, see a humming-
bird dance in the morning sun and know that they will
still be here long after my bones turn to dust. Let us

all tread lightly on this glorious and tender world. Take
a moment to love our roses, bugs and all, and REACH
FOR THE GREEN! &
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Burrowing Owl Photo by Jack Barclay

Burrowing Owls in Marin (Cont. from page 1)
badger is a mammal that also may be declining in
numbers. Less squirrels = less burrows, less badgers
= less burrows for others to use. Additionally, the
poisoning of ground squirrels and other rodents also
results in poisoning their predators. And, since Bur-
rowing Owls include insects as a large part of their
diet, pesticides also play a role in their decline. These
owls are getting hit from all sides!

Badgers and ground squirrels and Burrowing Owls and
rodents and insects are connected in a tenuous web
and when a single strand is broken the consequences
are far-reaching. John Muir said it best: "When one
tugs at a single thing in nature, he finds it attached to
the rest of the world.” There is some hope. The best
way to preserve this owl is to preserve their habitat,
but where that is not possible, there has been success
in California and Arizona with relocation to artificial
burrows. To learn more about these efforts, visit the
website of the Marin-based Institute for Bird Popula-
tions: www.birdpop.org and reserve your place now at
the 4th Annual Evening with Owls featuring Burrowing
Owl researcher Jack Barclay, Senior Wildlife Biologist
with Albion Environmental. [
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He’s BACK!

He’s a biologist! He’s a stand-up comic! He’s smart and entertaining. AND he’s the winner
of the 2008 Terwilliger Environmental Award. Joe has always loved nature and now, besides
being one of the most popular teachers at the College of Marin, he developed and directs the
Natural History Program at COM — the only one of its kind in California. He has taught at the
California Academy of Sciences, Marin Discoveries, Point Reyes National Seashore, and the
Bolinas Marine Laboratory. But did you know that, before all that, he was a WildCare vol-
unteer? In the late 1980s, Joe was a supervisor at the Marin Wildlife Center (now WildCare).
We like to think that’s really where he developed his love for everything wild.

What makes Joe an incredible teacher is his passion for nature. In his classes, there’s no such

thing as a boring lecture. And, for those lucky enough to attend Evening with Owls, there’s no

so thing as a boring speech. Learn about unusual owls from strange places: like island owls,

mountain owls, tropical owls, fishing owls, bizarre looking owls like the Chaco owl or the

') Barred Eagle Owl, and more. And, after his presentation, he and Burrowing Owl expert Jack
_?5 Barclay will sit down and answer your questions — everything you’ve ever wanted to know

Photo by JoLynn Taylor about owls!
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Jack Barclay, Burrowing Owl Expert¢

Sharing the stage with Joe at this year’s Evening with Owls, we’re lucky to have Jack Bar-
clay speaking about Burrowing Owls. Jack has been actively involved in Burrowing Owl
management, population research and conservation policy in California since 1990. Notably,
he has been managing and monitoring a Burrowing Owl colony at San Jose International
Airport where the colony has shown unusual growth after active management using artificial
burrows. He has been active in advancing Burrowing Owl conservation policy through the
California Burrowing Owl Consortium. He organized the California Burrowing Owl Sympo-
sium in 2003 and is the senior editor of the recently-published proceedings.

In his talk Mr. Barclay will tell us about Burrowing Owl breeding biology, summarize
range, abundance, and habitat in California and discuss why this charismatic bird engenders
such a passionate following in the California conservation community. In the follow-up con-
versation with Jack and Joe, you can leam more about Burrowing Ow] management program
at San Jose International Airport and examine the population dynamics of this colony, which
is one of the longest continually monitored Burrowing Owl colonies on record.
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Burrowing Owl. Photo by Robert Bloomberg.




